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DETROIT – Four individuals who were charged in an Information last year for their 
involvement in a $63 million scheme that involved stealing checks from the mail and 
selling them online have all since pleaded guilty, United States Attorney Jerome F. 
Gorgon Jr. announced today. 

Gorgon was joined in the announcement by U.S. Postal Service Inspector General 
Tammy Hull; Acting Inspector in Charge Sean McStravick, U.S. Postal Inspection Service, 
Detroit Division; Special Agent in Charge Karen Wingerd, Detroit Field Office, Internal 
Revenue Service - Criminal Investigation; Special Agent in Andrew McKay, Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration, Mid-Atlantic Field Division; and Megan Howell, 
Special Agent-in-Charge, Great Lakes Region, U.S. Department of Labor, Office of 
Inspector General. 

Jaiswan Williams, 32, of Rochester Hills, Daquan Foreman, 32, of Eastpointe, Vanessa 
Hargrove, 40, of Detroit, and Crystal Jenkins, 32, of Detroit, all pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to aid and abet bank and wire fraud. Williams also pleaded guilty to money 
laundering, and accepted responsibility for $1.5M of fraudulent pandemic 
unemployment insurance benefit claims submitted between May 2020 and September 
2021. 

Hargrove and Jenkins were United States Postal Service employees who diverted and 
ultimately stole checks and other negotiable instruments from the mail, including a high 
volume of tax refund checks issued by the U.S. Treasury. Williams and Foreman were the 
administrators of the online marketplaces used to sell the checks. 

According to the Information, postal employees Hargrove and Jenkins would provide 
the stolen checks to Williams and Foreman in exchange for payments. Williams and 



Foreman would take those checks and market them for sale via Telegram Messenger, a 
cloud-based, cross-platform instant messaging application.  Prices varied based on the 
face-value of the checks.  One of the Telegram channels, named “Whole Foods Slipsss,” 
was used to advertise high-dollar checks, while another channel, named “Uber Eats 
Slips,” was used to advertise lower-dollar checks.  “Slips” is a term commonly used in 
these schemes to refer to stolen checks. Transactions were completed off-platform 
using a variety of electronic payment systems.  Purchasers of these checks would then 
attempt to fraudulently cash them using a variety of methods. 

All four defendants face up to 30 years in prison for the conspiracy. Williams also faces 
up to 20 years on the money laundering charge. 

Sentencing hearings will be held later this year, in front of U.S District Judge Judith E. 
Levy, as follows: 

D-1 Jaiswan Williams: April 14, 2026 

D-2 Daquan Foreman: March 3, 2026 

D-3 Vanessa Hargrove: March 3, 2026 

D-4 Crystal Jenkins: May 27, 2026 

This multi-agency investigation was led by the U.S. Postal Service Office of the Inspector 
General (USPS-OIG), with the assistance of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service (USPIS); the 
Internal Revenue Service-Criminal Investigations (IRS-CI); the Treasury Inspector General 
for Tax Administration (TIGTA); and the Department of Labor Office of the Inspector 
General (DOL-OIG), and is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Ryan A. 
Particka.    
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